ACVB Hosts 4th Annual Diversity in the Hospitality Industry Summit

ATLANTA (May 17, 2002) – The Atlanta Convention & Visitors Bureau (ACVB) is hosting its 4th annual Diversity in the Hospitality Industry Summit on Thursday, May 23 at the Hilton Atlanta Hotel. Geared toward the hospitality industry, the summit will include five thought-provoking sessions with topics covering a full range of diversity issues – race, gender, age, sexual orientation, national origin and more.

“This summit not only covers issues of diversity and tolerance in the workplace, but discusses opportunities to increase interaction and diversity share-of-market growth,” said Kathleen Bertrand, ACVB vice president of community affairs.  “Because Atlanta is an international destination, any business within the hospitality industry, or any company that does business with the hospitality industry, should not miss this opportunity.”

A special guest to this year’s event is GregAlan Williams, nationally recognized author, speaker and Emmy Award-winning television and movie actor (Remember the Titans and Baywatch).  Williams will lead a session titled “Step Up, Speak Up” discussing how to create and maintain an atmosphere of mutual respect and tolerance that is critical to a healthy workplace.  Hailed nationally as a “hero” and “good Samaritan” for rescuing a brutally beaten Japanese-American motorist during the 1992 riots in Los Angeles, Williams reminds audiences that when we step up and speak up on behalf of others, we are, in reality, acting in our own best interest.  For nearly a decade, he has taught tolerance in diverse communities all across America and is the author of the critically acclaimed book A Gathering of Heroes.

Other sessions include “How to Beat the DRUM (Diversity Reputation Unity Management) of Your Brand in the Hospitality Industry” presented by Tracey Gray, “Diversity – The Corporate Perspective,” “Organizational Culture & Its Impact” and “A Media Roundtable on Diversity.”

The event will begin at 8:30 a.m., include a luncheon and end at 4:00 p.m.  Registration for the summit is $75.

*Media interested in attending the summit or in scheduling an interview with GregAlan Williams, please contact Brandy Humphries, ACVB public relations manager, at bhumphries@acvb.com or 404.521.6645.

Established in 1913, the ACVB is a private, nonprofit organization created exclusively to market metro Atlanta and Georgia as the premier conventions, meetings and leisure destination in the regional, national and international marketplace and to favorably impact the Atlanta economy through conventions and tourism.
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