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Atlanta’s Music Scene
A little bit country, a little bit rock and roll, and everything in-between 
ATLANTA – Atlanta boasts one of the most influential music scenes in the world, with internationally-recognized recording artists, a thriving music industry, annual music festivals and unique venues. With presence from musical genres of every kind, Atlanta’s sound is as diverse as its population.
Today, the city has more than 300 recording facilities and is the driving force in a commercial music industry that has a statewide annual economic impact of nearly $1 billion, generates more than $54 million in tax revenues and has created more than 11,00 jobs, according to a February 2005 study by Georgia State University. Atlanta’s overall radio market ranks 11th nationally, with an estimated population of more than three million listeners. The five major pre-recorded music distributors in the country service the entire southeast region from their Atlanta branches.
Hip-hop hotbed 
With top artists, studios and labels calling the city home, Atlanta has emerged as a driving force in the hip-hop industry. In October 2006, one-half of the artists on Billboard's top 10 R&B/hip-hop singles chart were from Atlanta and six of the titles on Billboard's top 10 rap singles chart included artists who live in metro Atlanta. In 2005, Atlanta hosted the 2005 Billboard R&B Hip-Hop Conference and in November 2006, Atlanta hosted the first-ever BET Hip-Hop Awards. Hip-hop is also opening new doors for business, spawning increased opportunities in film, fashion, literature, art and even cell-phone ringtones. 

Atlanta is home to some of the biggest names in hip-hop, including: Ludacris, Jermaine Dupri, Outkast, Young Jeezy, Akon, T.I., Yung Joc, Ciara, Young Dro, Arrested Development, Mase, TLC, Kris Kross, Cameo, Dog from A Tribe Called Quest and Chuck D. of Public Enemy. Atlanta is also recognized as the birthplace of crunk, a bass-driven, high-energy genre of hip-hop that originated in the neighborhood clubs along Bankhead Highway, Memorial Drive and Campbelton Road. Atlanta artists such as the Ying Yang Twins, Lil Jon and the East Side Boyz and Youngbloodz are helping to propel the formerly underground genre to the forefront of the popular music industry.
Not just old time rock and roll  
Rockers from all generations have grown up or presently live in Atlanta and still return for sold-out crowds. Homegrown groups like The Black Crowes, .38 Special, the Atlanta Rhythm Section, Dennis Yost & the Classics IV, the Indigo Girls, Joe South, Train and John Mayer have experienced great success and are always welcomed back with enthusiasm. Atlanta native Shawn Mullins’s “Lullaby" topped the charts in 1998, while Collective Soul from nearby Stockbridge, Ga. made it big in 1994 with their hit single, "Shine." Popular 60s icon, Jimi Hendrix even lived in Atlanta for a while and part-time resident Sir Elton John lives in Buckhead. 

R&B resides here 
Gladys Knight, popular R&B artist and native Atlantan, opened a restaurant with legendary vocalist Ron Winans called Gladys Knight and Ron Winans Chicken & Waffles. R&B singers Ray Charles, James Brown, Isaac Hayes, Chuck Willis, Peabo Bryson, William Bell and producer Emory Gordy, Jr. keep Atlanta close to heart. Toni Braxton, Monica, 112, Bobby Brown, India Arie, Usher and the late, great Curtis Mayfield call Atlanta home as well. 
Country roads, take me home….to Atlanta 
Country music is hotter than ever nationwide, and naturally Atlanta has a few country celebrities in its rank, including Mac Davis, Ronnie Milsap, Trisha Yearwood, Alan Jackson, Patti Loveless, Ray Stevens, Annie Shirley of Confederate Railroad, Travis Tritt, Dennis Leon “Boots” Woodall and Joseph “Cotton” Carrier who call or have called Atlanta home. Native Jerry Reed was even discovered by Atlanta music legend Bill Lowery. 
Classically Cool

Atlanta’s sound covers the spectrum of genres, so it’s no surprise that the city is home to the finest in classical music. With 23 Grammy Awards, the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra (ASO) is considered one of America’s leading orchestras, performing more than 200 concerts each year at a variety of venues to a combined audience of more than half a million people. In 2008, the ASO will break ground on a new, $300 million facility designed by Santiago Calatrava, scheduled to open in 2011. The Atlanta Opera has entertained more than 807,000 patrons during 76 productions since 1979. Both organizations attract the finest international, national and regional musicians, while also remaining active in the community through education and programming. 
Local labels spin the beat 

Atlanta-based labels are plentiful. Hometown favorites Freeworld, Noontime, Real Deal Records and So So Def Recordings all are going strong, as well as the Los Angeles-based Dreamworks Records, which has tapped many Atlanta artists in the past. 

The former LaFace Records, which sold more than 30 million albums was founded in Atlanta in 1987 by producers Antonio “L.A.” Reid and Kenny “Babyface” Edmonds. In 2000, Reid was named CEO of Arista records, and LaFace Records soon became a part of the international label. Throughout their career, Reid and Edmonds have produced more than 100 top 10 hits by artists such as Bobby Brown, Whitney Houston and Boys II Men, and the founding of LaFace put Atlanta on the map as the center of hip-hop music.

Noontime Records, located on Marietta Street in downtown Atlanta, produced R&B duo Absolute and rapper Cha Cha on the “Hav Plenty” soundtrack. Rap trio, Jim Crow’s hit single, “That Drama (Baby’s Mama)” became well known on airwaves and their album, “Crow’s Nest” features hit single “Holla at a Playa.” 

Former heavyweight boxing champion of the world and Atlanta native Evander Holyfield is humming a new tune with his label, Real Deal Records. The R&B group, Shalom was his first promotion, followed by rapper NuWine and alternative R&B singer Oliver. Newcomer Four Shades will certainly make a name for the label, which Holyfield describes as diverse, countering harsh and candid songs with positive music.

Rap impersonario Jermaine Dupri’s So So Def Recordings has scored record accomplishments, including more than 20 gold and platinum certifications, not to mention Billboard Magazine's “#1 Hot 100 Singles Producer” and “#1 Hot R&B Producer of 1998.” Dupri started the label in Atlanta at the age of 19 and two years later secured a partnership with Columbia Records that is still in effect. In 1996, Dupri became the first producer to reach #1 simultaneously on Billboard’s Pop, R&B and Rap singles charts with three different songs. 
Venues to visit 
Where can you listen to alternative local bands, enjoy major national performers, tap your feet to the rhythm of gospel music, sing the blues or hear the symphony while enjoying a picnic? All of these musical happenings are a mainstay in Atlanta, dusting the scene with new melodies and old tunes. Atlanta’s mild weather and enthusiastic crowds draw visiting shows from all over to perform year after year. 
Situated in a pristine forested Buckhead neighborhood, Chastain Park Ampitheatre is a comforting outdoor venue where many visitors bring picnics, tables and candelabras to welcome nationally-renowned artists to their hometown. 

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the 1929 Moorish/Egyptian/Art Deco The Fox Theatre hosts a wide range of live performances (Broadway shows, concerts, operas and ballets), plus a summer movie series and year-round tours.

The Tabernacle was recently named by Rolling Stone as the best live music venue in Atlanta. This five-level building has a full-service restaurant and can accommodate more than 3,000 guests with multiple events, hosting anything from charity banquets to large concerts. The 62,000-square foot site shows artists such as Bob Dylan, LL Cool J, Tito Puente, Prodigy, UB40 and Big Bad Voodoo Daddy. 

Built in 1916, the Rialto Center for the Performing Arts at Georgia State University is a state-of-the-art theater located in the historic Fairlie-Poplar district in downtown Atlanta. The 900-seat venue hosts a sundry mix of dance, music and theater each year and splendid acoustics, made possible in part by a $14 million campaign in 1994 for shows such as the House of Blues Lone Star Tour, Bernadette Peters and the Chamber Music Series. 
Centennial Olympic Park, one of the legacies of the 1996 Centennial Olympic Games, is located in the heart of downtown and hosts concerts, a summer wind-down series and family activities targeted for visitors, convention-goers, business workers and families to enjoy. The park has hosted performances by Ray Charles and the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra.

The HiFi Buys Amphitheatre showcases major acts the likes of Aerosmith and Jimmy Buffett. Lawn seating provides a comfortable place for ticketholders to enjoy concerts with plenty of elbow room, in addition to reserved seats. Lakewood is equipped with excellent facilities, regularly meeting the needs of its 17,000- plus capacity.
The 71,200-seat Georgia Dome hosts mega-concerts each year between football games and other sporting events while the Philips Arena is Atlanta’s newest venue where favorite acts such as Elton John, Z.Z. Top and Cher perform.

Six Flags’ Southern Star Amphitheater greets a wide variety of concerts, located at Six Flags over Georgia. The Masquerade is a multi-level entertainment complex featuring a 

live music concert hall, state-of-the-art dance club, game room and pub with a full menu. 

Smaller venues add to the mix with more intimate places to hear the best local music in Atlanta. Places like the Variety Playhouse, 9 Lives Saloon, Buckhead Roxy, the Brandy House, Smith’s Olde Bar, The Earl, Cotton Club, Echo Lounge, Earthlink Live, Eddie’s Attic and Blind Willie's are only a few of the selections awaiting fans. 

Annual music festivals are plentiful

In May, the soulful sounds of the saxophone can be heard on stages throughout Atlanta during the Atlanta Jazz Festival, the largest free jazz festival in the country. Eight days of outdoor concerts highlight a unique mix of Atlanta-based and national jazz musicians. 

The Atlanta Caribbean Folk Festival is an observance of the folk traditions and celebrations of the Caribbean region. Festivities include performances from a diverse group of artists representing the Caribbean Islands and Latin America, selected on the basis of authenticity in the practice and preservation of cultural art forms. 

As a festival partner of the prestigious Montreux Jazz Festival in Montreux, Switzerland, the Montreux Jazz Festival Atlanta is a free tradition in Underground Atlanta that began in 1988. The only North American city to play host to a Montreux Music Festival, Atlanta’s Festival offers concerts, jam sessions, workshops and exhibitions.
A 10-day cultural festival celebrates the contributions of Africans and African-Americans to art, the National Black Arts Festival features events throughout the city highlighting the work of more than 1,000 artists from the Caribbean, Africa, Europe and the Americas

The Sweet Auburn Heritage Festival in September features Atlanta’s best gospel, jazz, blues and hip-hop on five stages. Events include children’s Fantastic Fun area, a technology expo and an international vendors market. 

The Atlanta Greek Festival, also in September, offers a unique way to experience one 

of the oldest cultures in history. Visitors are invited to sample authentic Greek wine and 
cuisine, listen to authentic Greek music, watch lively dancing and explore an extensive shopping bazaar.

Rounding out September, the Georgia Music Hall of Fame in Macon hosts a week-long series of events culminating with the annual Georgia Music Hall of Fame Awards induction ceremony at the Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta. Honorees include Ray Charles, Little Richard, Alan Jackson, the B-52’s and R.E.M., among more than 100 others. 

In October, Scots from around the world gather for the annual Stone Mountain 

Highland Games & Scottish Festival, a rollicking show, featuring time-honored Scottish contests, dance, music, traditional tartans and bagpipe competitions. 


Established in 1913, ACVB is a private, nonprofit organization created exclusively to market metro Atlanta and Georgia as a premier convention, meeting and leisure destination in the regional, national and international marketplace and to favorably impact the Atlanta economy through conventions and tourism. For more information, visit www.atlanta.net.
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